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Geer Park Elementary
August/September 2022 Parent Newsletter

Scan the OR code or follow us on instagram @geer_park
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Geer-Park-Elementary/383738438451611

Blog: geerpark.dearbornschools.org
(313) 827-2300

Dear Geer Park Families,

Welcome back to what will be another wonderful year of learning at Geer Park Elementary! We are so
excited to welcome our amazing students and their families back to school this week. We look forward to the
learning, fun, and memories that will be made this year and are excited for your child to grow in a supportive and
loving environment.

This year,  am going to ask a favor from all of our families. Last year, we saw the impact that COVID and
Remote Learning had on our society. Children and adults alike have been impacted by the past three years: we
have seen heightened levels of bullying, violent behavior, inappropriate language, access to inappropriate content
online, and aggressiveness. The extended hours on screens, the time away from other children, the time out of the
classroom, it will take an entire school community to get back on track and ensure our children succeed and our
families are healthy. Traditionally, when a child comes home from school, they are asked “How was school? What
did you learn?” This year, talk to your child about KINDNESS, EMPATHY, and RESPECT. Ask them what they did that
helped another child. Ask them what they did to show respect to another child. Ask them how they were kind to
someone. Talk to your children about being inclusive, being accepting, and understanding of others. Talk to them
about treating ALL people: regardless of their ethnicity, their religion, their skin color, what country they're from,
how they speak, their family makeup, what kinds of clothes they wear, what kinds of shoes they have, what kind of
house they live in, what kind of car they drive, WITH EMPATHY. Empathy is the ability for a person to understand
another’s experiences, feelings, and thoughts. It is the ability to “put yourself in someone else’'s shoes”. Empathy is
a skill that is learned over time and yes, we are committed to teaching EMPATHY, KINDNESS, RESPECT at Geer


https://www.facebook.com/pages/Geer-Park-Elementary/383738438451611
https://geerpark.dearbornschools.org/

Park. However, these values start at home. YOU are your child’s first teachers, YOU model and reflect what
acceptable behavior is before your child even walks through our doors. We will always strive for our children to
make CONNECTIONS with one another, not highlight differences. Please support us this year in our building’s
mission to ensure high levels of learning for ALL students in a safe and welcoming environment that promotes
their success.

Staff Updates
We worked diligently over the summer to ensure that we brought teachers to Geer Park who share a

passion for teaching and learning and who are here to support our students and put them first always. Here is a
breakdown of our staff this year:

KDG: 1st Grade: 2nd Grade: 3rd Grade: 4th Grade: 5th Grade:
Mrs.Sanchez  Mrs. Krawczyk Mrs. Termos  Mrs. Shalhout Mrs. Hourani  Ms. Rangel
Mrs. Chisek Mrs. Korte Ms. Watts Ms. Donoghue Ms. Nasser Ms. Logel
Mrs. Davidson Ms. Leal Ms. Alhusaini  Ms. Dean Mrs. Jones Mrs. Chapman

Arrival/Dismissal

Teachers will meet their classes outside at 8:55am to pick them up. Students should be in their lines,
waiting at their cones at that time. Talking to your child about staying in their line, not bringing balls or toys to
school, and standing respectfully, will help keep them safe in the morning. We had a big issue with late arrivals last
year, PLEASE bring your child to school no later than 8:55am. Excessive tardiness impacts learning, student
independence, and responsibility.

Classes dismiss at 3:55pm and teachers will walk students outside to their designated spot at that time.
We will keep a line of cars moving within the cones for parents to STAY in their vehicle while they wait for their
children. If you are going to leave your vehicle to pick up your child, you may NOT park in the front of the school and
leave your vehicle. That line is for MOVING vehicles. You should park on Lapham or Charles or in the parking lot
BEFORE 3:45pm. Please note, the gates of the parking lot will be CLOSED between 3:45pm and 4:05pm to allow for
the safe entry/exit of our students who ride the bus. Please DO NOT double park, or drive along the line of cars
within the cones and wait there. Allowing your child to move between cars onto Prospect is UNSAFE and
DANGEROUS and we will not allow them to do so. Your children will ONLY be allowed to cross the street where we
have staff on hand, wearing yellow safety jackets and holding stop signs.

Attendance

Please call the office at (313) 827-2300 if your child is going to be absent from school. If your child is
experiencing any symptoms of illness: runny nose, cough, fever, chills, diarrhea, or vomiting, please wait until they
are symptom free to send them to school. If your child is exhibiting these symptoms at school, we are obligated to
send them home to ensure the safety and health of all students.

Staying in the Know

All contact information for your child should be current and up to date. You can do so by visiting
https://sisweb.resa.net/ParentPortal/ or download the app on the www.dearbornschools.org website. If you do
not know your Parent Connect username and password, please call the office and Ms. Karnib or Ms. Blackburn may
assist you.
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Please sign up for our school blog at geerpark.dearbornschools.org. Once on the site, there is an option to
subscribe by email on the right. You will get a confirmation after entering your email in your inbox. Once confirmed,
you will receive all notifications that are posted by the school. We use our blog daily to share any and all
announcements as they relate to our school day, events, safety drills, etc.

Your child's teacher may also have a Class Dojo, Remind, or Schoology page that they will use for
communication of class announcements. Please be sure you are signed up. Emails will be provided on our school
blog. Please allow 24 hours for any staff member to respond to emails.

Student Expectations

Being a Geer Park Star is an idea that we promote from Kindergarten through 5th Grade. We have many
opportunities for our students to be involved in their school community and promote positive behavior through the
teaching, modeling, and practice of our Core Values: Honesty, Integrity, Responsibility, Respect for Self and
Others, and Citizenship. The emotional, mental, and physical health and safety of ALL of our students is always our
first priority. We address dangers, harms, or risks to the safety of our students with developmentally appropriate
measures and consequences that reflect restorative practices. Restorative Practices promote understanding and
accountability for anyone involved in a conflict. That being said, teaching the Core Values starts at home, please
reiterate these extremely important values and life skills on a daily basis with your child. Please note, there are NO
CELL PHONES allowed for elementary students at Geer Park.

Student Safety

As we continue to update security measures in our school district, we will ensure that Geer Park is a secure
and safe environment for all students and staff. This summer, our building’s new CAREHAWK Emergency
Notification System was installed. We spent a few days before the school year reviewing our building and district
Emergency Operation Plan with our staff and Dearborn Police. We will continue to do so throughout the year. To
support a safe and orderly school day, please note the following as they relate to entering/exiting the building:

e Secretaries are required to screen ALL visitors entering the building, even those they know. You will be
asked who you are, what you need assistance with, why you are visiting.

e Ifyouare dropping off lunch, clothing, or materials for your child, please ensure they are in a sealed bag
and place them in the tall shipment container by the main doors.

If you are volunteering, it must be arranged with the office or classroom teacher ahead of time.

e NO ONE will be permitted to come to the building and sit in their child’s classroom or in the lunchroom
without prior notification to the teacher.

Your child's safety is MY number one priority and the number one priority of our staff. We NEED your
support in ensuring Geer Park's building procedures and protocols are honored. We honor the trust that you give us
with regards to your child with the utmost respect and seriousness.

Lunch and Snack

All students will be eligible to receive free lunch. We have attached our lunch calendar for the month of
September. Please preview the lunch calendar ahead of time. Students will not be permitted to call home if “they
don't like the lunch”. If you are sending lunch from home, it must come to school WITH your child, not be dropped
off. All children will have the opportunity to have snacks everyday. Lunch and snacks should be healthy and
nutritious. Numerous studies link brain development with a child's diet. Lunch should include a sandwich or other
main dish, fruit or vegetable, and a small snack like crackers or cheese. Water and low sugar juice are okay. Takis,
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Flaming Hot Chips of ANY KIND, and any kind of sugary soda or pop are not permitted. Students should bring a
water bottle with them to school everyday.

Homework and Reading

Students at Geer Park will likely have homework on a daily basis, ALL students are required to read for
20-30 minutes per day depending on the grade level. You can support your child by checking their planner
everyday, creating a quiet and structured environment for getting work done, making school work a priority,
checking their writing and neatness, and asking them questions about their homework. We will also be having
Parent Education meetings every month, please plan on attending those!

PTA

Our Parent Teacher Association (PTA)is always seeking volunteers to support and help with the many
exciting activities and events that we have for our children and their families. Your membership in the PTA is
critical to the success and well-being of our school community. Please reach out to the office if you are interested
in joining or volunteering.

Last but not least...

Dr. Glenn Maleyko will be at Geer Park on Wednesday, August 31st, from 5pm-6:30pm for Meet the Principal
Night. He will take a few moments to speak to our school community about the year ahead and | will take a moment
to introduce myself to the Geer Park families. We invite all of our families to attend this event and support our
school with our new changes in the 2022-2023 school year. We will have refreshments for those who attend and
have an opportunity to meet new families. We would love to see you there!

Thursday, September 8th, 2022 is Open House for our families at 6pm. Please note, we will start the
evening off in the Gym. Parents will walk their children to their classrooms, leave them with their teachers, then
meet me in the Gym for a brief presentation and informational meeting until 6:30pm. At the conclusion of the
meeting, parents will visit their child's classrooms for the remaining hour. Open House is always a great
opportunity to engage with our amazing staff, PTA, and connect with other families.

Please see the attached calendar for important dates and events in the upcoming months and weeks. We
look forward to a promising year for everyone in our Geer Park family and appreciate your continued support.

Mrs. Faraj and the Geer Park Staff
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